
 
 
PTSA Members and Parents of MLWGS: 
 
As the 2019/2020 PTSA President let me start by thanking you personally for the many ways 
you contribute to the school by volunteering and providing resources that enrich the educational 
experience of all of our students.  Thanks to those of you who are part of the PTSA and if you 
haven’t joined us, we would love to have you be a part because it is a lot of fun!  You can join 
here . 
 
As our PTSA Board has met over the first half of the year a discussion came up that we would 
love to get input from you all on through a simple survey you will receive in conjunction with this 
overview letter.  The conversation surrounds the issue of Baccalaureate services that the 
MLWGS PTSA supports both through volunteer help and a financial contribution from our 
budget (this year it was $500).  During a board meeting, we were asked to consider that as this 
is a largely interfaith event, it is still a religious event and perhaps should be evaluated as an 
event supported officially and financially by the PTSA.  
  
If you are completely unaware of Baccalaureate, this is an appropriate definition from 
TheSpruce.com;  Formally defined as a religious service to honor the graduating class, in many 
institutions of higher education the baccalaureate has evolved into a quieter, more reflective 
event that focuses on students' personal growth and achievement. 
 
Even if you have never attended or have no plans to attend, your opinion matters.  For many in 
our school, both students and parents, this is a very special and meaningful event.  There are 
also PTSA member parents who don’t think that the organization should directly support a 
religious event of this nature.  
 
As a PTSA board, we are committed to review, evaluate and ultimately (as your elected 
representatives) vote on some sort of resolution related to the on-going support of the event for 
future school years.  It is important to note that the budget and support for the 2019/2020 school 
year was voted on and approved so the event will proceed as usual this year. 
 
Thanks in advance for helping us by passing along your opinion through the survey.  Please 
know that your input will be kept anonymous,  And, we will seriously and thoughtfully consider 
your input.  
 
 
Craig R. Martin 
MLWGS PTSA President  


