
 
 

Virginia Encourages Full-day Governor’s Schools  
 The FY14 Appropriations Act states:  “All regional Governor’s Schools are encouraged to provide full-day grades 9 
through 12 programs.”   Virginia currently has only three full-day Governor’s Schools out of 19 total Academic Year Governor’s 
Schools.  The last full-day Governor’s School was established in 1997.  In 2013-14, the state invested a total of $300K in 
planning grants to establish or expand Academic Year Governor’s Schools.    
 

Full-day Governor’s Schools Facing Budget Crisis:   
Teachers Severely Impacted 

 Both Maggie L. Walker Governor’s School for Government and International Studies and Appomattox Regional 
Governor’s School for Arts & Technology have faced severe budget pressures over the past five years.  Both schools are 
operating with revenues dramatically below 2009 levels.  As a result, neither school is compensating teachers on a 
competitive salary scale.      

 
The State Funding Formula for Governor’s Schools Is Not Equitable  

 The Appropriations Act (state budget) provides $12.6 million for Academic Year Governor’s Schools in FY2014.  This 
$12.6 million is disbursed to the Governor’s School programs based on a formula that incorporates Local Composite Index 
(LCI), student enrollment, and an assigned weight for program length.  While the state clearly supports full-day Governor’s 
Schools, the funding formula provides a strong incentive for programs to remain part-time. The formula provides part-time 
schools with about 85% of the funding that full-day schools receive.  Twelve of Virginia’s 19 Governor’s Schools are part-time. 

 

 
Proposal: Adjust the Funding Formula So It Is Equitable 

 The school communities of Appomattox Regional Governor’s School and Maggie L. Walker Governor’s School  are  
urging Governor McDonnell and the General Assembly to adjust the formula for calculating the Governor’s School payments 
in order to more equitably support these two full-time, diploma program schools as well as Thomas Jefferson School for 
Science & Technology, which is also a full-time Governor’s School*.  Here is the proposed formula:  
 

Proposed Formula for Full-Day, Diploma Program Governor’s Schools 

(Base Amount X Local Composite Index) X (Enrollment X 9/6) 

 
 A budget increase of $2.7 million and the 9/6 formula adjustment will provide an increase for the three 
full-day schools and preserve funding for the remaining 16 Governor’s Schools.  The resulting annual increase per 
school is: 
 
Appomattox Regional Governor’s School for 

Arts & Technology 
Maggie L. Walker Governor’s School for  

Government & International Studies 
Thomas Jefferson School for Science & 

Technology 

$506,428 $919,428 $1,276,320 
 
* The Governor’s School for the Arts in Hampton is designated with a program length of full-day.  Under this proposal, the program length for this school would remain 6/6. 

Half-time Part-time  Full-day 

Typically 3 or fewer courses per 
year, per student 

Typically 3 courses  
per year, per student 

Typically 8 courses  
per year, per student 

(Base Amount X Local Comp. Index) X 
(Enrollment X Program Length of 1/2) 

(Base Amount X Local Comp. Index) X 
(Enrollment X Program Length of 5/6) 

(Base Amount X Local Comp. Index) X (Enrollment X 
Program Length of 6/6) 

The 9/6 Funding Proposal: 
Increase State Funding for Full-time Governor’s Schools 

 
Last year, Maggie Walker PTSA established the Advocacy Committee to help strengthen the relationship between PTSA and the 
twelve representatives from each of the participating counties responsible for governance and funding of Maggie Walker.  We 
wanted to provide a brief overview of Maggie Walker’s governance and funding and update you on our work and ways you can help.  
 
Budget Pressures for Local Funding of Maggie Walker A Major Challenge 
 
The Regional School Board oversees school management and has final authority over the school budget. The Regional School Board 
is a joint board composed of one school board member from each participating locality.  Each member of the board has one vote.   
See MW website ABOUT – Regional School Board _ add link?   
 
In recent years, the Regional School Board has decreased the tuition participating localities pay to send students to Maggie Walker 
mostly due to budget pressures within the local school divisions. In 2009, Maggie Walker budgeted $11,000 per student, and today 
the cost per student is about $9,800.  Funding of personnel has been flat since 2009 and the base salary scale of Maggie Walker’s 
teachers is no longer competitive with large school districts in the area.    PTSA Advocacy was formed in part to help address these 
budget issues.   
 
 
Competitive Teacher Pay Scales and Preservation of Quality Instruction Are the Priorities 
 
PTSA Advocacy is encouraging the board to pursue a budget planning process that includes an annual assessment of the school’s 
needs and a reasonable, market-based salary scale for Maggie Walker teachers.  As part of our effort to build relationships and 
increase communication with the board, PTSA Advocacy is, for example, hosting local school officials at a series of tours and 
luncheons with students throughout the Fall.  PTSA Advocacy also attends all Regional School Board meetings and we urge parents 
to attend as well. The next two meetings will be on October 17 and November 14, 2013 at 9:00 am in Room 153 or the Auditorium.    
 
Target State Funding Annual Increase for Maggie Walker: $919,000  
 
Maggie Walker is primarily funded by tuition revenue from the participating local school divisions, but the Commonwealth also 
provides direct funding for all Governor’s Schools.   PTSA Advocacy believes that increasing state funding for Maggie Walker is 
our best hope of restoring the budget and achieving our goals.   So, PTSA Advocacy has joined forces with parents from 
Appomattox Regional Governor’s School to pursue a proposal that encourages Governor McDonnell and the General Assembly to 
provide additional funds to full-day Governor’s Schools.   PTSA Advocacy will share more information about this proposal later, 
however please contact us now if you want further information.   
 
 
How Parents Can Help 
 
Here are a few things that you do to support advocacy efforts for Maggie Walker: 
 

1. If you have a relationship with a specific Virginia lawmaker, please let PTSA Advocacy know ASAP.  Ideally we want to 
meet with lawmakers one-on-one.  This includes the Governor as well as Senators and Delegates in the General Assembly.    

2. Attend the Regional School Board meetings which are held at Maggie Walker monthly.    
3. Later this Fall when we ask you to contact your representatives in the General Assembly about funding Maggie Walker, 

please help us.   
4. We urge any parent with the passion and time to volunteer to support Maggie Walker advocacy to please contact us.     
5. We are also seeking parent captains for our school districts – big and small.  We need representatives from each district to 

organize parents and nurture relationships with decision makers.  Please contact us if you are interested in helping, 
especially if you are in one of the school divisions that send less than 100 students to Maggie Walker.   

6. Read more about the history of our Regional School Board. Their minutes and by-laws are posted online:  
http://mlwgs.com/welcome-to-mlwgs/regional-school-board/.  Information on Governor’s School programs is here: 
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/governors_school_programs/academic_year/.  

 
We hope you will support PTSA Advocacy this year as we strive to stabilize and restore funding for Maggie Walker.   If you are 
interested in learning more about PTSA Advocacy, please contact MW Parent and PTSA Advocacy chair Marianne Macon, at 
macon4@comcast.net. 
 
Last year, Maggie Walker PTSA established the Advocacy Committee to help strengthen the relationship between PTSA and the 
twelve representatives from each of the participating counties responsible for governance and funding of Maggie Walker.  We 
wanted to provide a brief overview of Maggie Walker’s governance and funding and update you on our work and ways you can help.  
 
Budget Pressures for Local Funding of Maggie Walker A Major Challenge 
 
The Regional School Board oversees school management and has final authority over the school budget. The Regional School Board 
is a joint board composed of one school board member from each participating locality.  Each member of the board has one vote.   


