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Dear Parents,

Sincere thanks to all of you who have joined the MLWGS Academic Boosters Club!  The students and the school very much appreciate your support.  To show you some of the many things that your support makes possible, this Newsletter provides an update on the activities and successes of the school’s academic teams this fall.
LIST OF ACADEMIC BOOSTERS MEMBERS

Linda Abbey

Karen & Gary Akens

Liz & Charlie Aldridge

Shelley & Mark Allen

Michelle Neal & Parry Balding

Anna & James Bampton

Rupa Bandyopahyay & Tapas Sengupta

Kathleen Fulton & James Banta

Jennifer & William Bellamy

Pam & Bill Benos

Rixey & George Booth

Barrie & Roger Bowers

Bonnie & James Bowling

Peggy Feldmann & Andrew Brower

Stacey & Michael Brown

Pamela & David Burch

Shelley & Jim Burns

Dorothy & Lee Byrd

Kristi & Jerry Canaan

Mary & Bobby Carder

Sherry & Colin Ceperich

Xuguang & Alex Clarke

Liz & Michael Clayton

W. Reid & Megan Colson

Deborah & Scott Cruikshank

Eva & Richard Davenport

Maura & Roger Davis

Dominion Foundation

Colleen & Doug Drummond

Angela & Curtis Erwin

Elizabeth (Betsy) & Thomas Farmer

Kathy & John Farmer

Lisa & Benjamin (Ben) Fitchett

Maria & Aurle Gagne

Ryan & Dan Giorgis

Carolyn Dean & Lonny Green

Marybeth & Tom Grinnan

Amy & William (Bill) Hall

Leslie & Wayne Hausser

Marsha & Michael Hawkins

Anne & Dion Hayes

Burt Hazelwood

Annie & David Hwang

Sarah & Steve Kim

Susan King

Wendy & Lee Kump

Julie & Lewis Ladocsi

Jennifer & Steve Law

Michele & Mark Linder

Emer Henry & Eric Lowell

Saskia Turpijn-Lucas & Peter Lucas

Jennifer & Ralph Lucia

Phuc Quan & Thao Luyen

Kathleen & Peter Martin

Adrienne & Jerry Masak

Katie & Todd McCormack

MeadWestvaco Foundation

Shannon Kelley & Mike Mendelson

Cara & John Metz

Deborah & Michael Miller

Bonnie & John Mills

Melissa & Tom Mister

Karen & Jim Monks

Beth Morris

Penny & Emmanuel Moss

Joy Moretti & Robert Neighbors

Michele & Evan Nelson

Michelle & Derrick Norman

Ginger & John O'Neil

Michelle & Michael Oppenheim

Anne & Curt Overman

Jennifer & Daniel Palazzolo

Mary Phillippo Parker

Margaret & Greg Peters

Elizabeth & Jonathan Phares

Stephanie & Steve Pittard

Susan Prizzia

Terri Purcell

Leigh Anne & Ken Ratliff

Martha & Robert Rhodes

Leslie Little & Lance Rodgers

Karen & John Russell

Karen & Scott Schwartzkopf

Mary Michael & Richard Schweiker

Radhika & Raja Shekaran

Sarah & Scott Sherman

Jennifer & Roderick Simmons

Michelle & Kevin Smith

Sharon & Richard Soldan

Zhixun Li & Zhigang Song

Marianne Stack

Susan & Chuck Staudenmaier

Tomomi & James Steincamp

Cynthia & Lonnie Thompson

Jennifer Brown & Robert Thoms

Gretchen & Jonathan Tombes

Melba & Stephen Tyler

Kristen & Peter Vithoulkas

Judy Thomas & Scott Vrana

Hal Waller

Marcia & Ronald Webb

Sherry Wortman & Gregg Weinberg

Wells Fargo Educational Matching Gift Program

Eileen & Joseph Wilck

Britta & Jeff Wolfe

Elizabeth & Johnny Wong

Kathleen & Micah Wood

Yu Huang & Tom Yang

Erica Mindes & Kenneth Zaslav

Ling Zhang & Jie Yuan

Julie Wang & Jun Zhou

Susan & Daryl Zube

A. IMPORTANT REMINDERS
1. Night of the Dragon Auction; Plan on Attending!  The Academic Boosters major fundraiser is the Night of the Dragon auction which will be held on February 22, 2014 at the Hilton Hotel, Short Pump.  This is an elegant evening attended by parents, alumni, faculty, staff and other members of the community.  Please put the auction on your calendars and plan on attending!
2. Join Academic Boosters!  If you have not already done so, please join the Academic Boosters Club and show your support by making a tax deductible donation.  The suggested contribution is $35 per student per team.  Our goal is 100% membership of families whose students participate on teams.
B. TEAM NEWS
1. ACADEMIC QUIZ BOWL (BoB SQUAD)
Faculty Sponsor – Hana Reed

Parent Rep – Xuguang Clarke

Student Leadership – Kevin Yuan
Academic Quiz Bowl News
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On October 5, the BoB Squad participated in its first event, the VCU Fall Tournament at VCU.  The team members who attended are pictured.  On October 9, members of the team participated in the TV taping of Battle of the Brains match against Christiansburg, and the program is scheduled to air on January 18th on CBS 6.  Since November, the Maggie Walker Quizbowl team has attended three regional tournaments, including one in Charlottesville at the University of Virginia. In those three tournaments, the team placed first, third, and second respectively. On December 14, the team will have hosted its 21st annual Governor’s School Academic Competition (GSAC) tournament, consisting of questions written and edited by the members of the team. Thirty teams from throughout the region are attending, including teams from Pennsylvania and North Carolina. 

November and December
· November 9:
1st Place – VCU/UVA Collab Tournament at New Kent High School

· November 23:
3rd Place – Cavalier Classic Tournament at University of Virginia

· December 7:
2nd Place – VCU Winter Tournament at New Kent High School

· December 14:
Hosting the 21st annual Governor’s School Academic Competition

2. HISTORY BOWL
Faculty Sponsor – Stephanie Burr

Parent Rep – Terri Purcell
Student Leadership – Vasa Clarke & Connor Wood

History Bowl News
The History Bowl A, B, C and D teams competed at a tournament in New Kent on Saturday, November 9th.  The "A" team won the tournament and the "B" team took third place.  Eighteen teams competed.

3. CHESS
Faculty Sponsor – Tom Boyle
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Parent Rep – James Steincamp
Student Leadership – Isaac Steincamp
Chess Club News

The chess club has been very active and has much to report.  Ten to fifteen students have been participating regularly in Wednesday afternoon rated games and Friday afternoon practices.  The team also introduced a new coach, Joe McDougall. Mr. McDougall is a past National High School Chess Champion and is actively helping prepare a team for the High School National Championships in San Diego in April.  On October 12th, MLWGS was represented by eleven players at the Thompson National Chess Day Tournament at Thompson Middle School in Richmond.  Freshman Will Kang helped Maggie Walker win the K–12 Unrated section with a score of 3/5, and key performances from Freshman Jeffrey Song and Senior Bobby Grayson helped Maggie Walker edge Fork Union Military Academy.  On October 19th, the Chess Club participated in the Greater Richmond High School Chess League friendly matches at Deep Run High School.  On October 26, a team of eleven traveled to Virginia Beach to compete in the Old Donation Center Scholastic.  In this event, Maggie Walker was led by Freshman Jeffrey Song (4/5) and Sophomore Yang Zhang (3.5/5), and the team took first in the K–12 Open section.  In the Swiss section (open to adult and advanced scholastic players), Junior Isaac Steincamp scored a perfect 3/3 to take first place.  On November 11th, the Chess club hosted its third free chess clinic for Richmond-area scholastic players.  These two-hour sessions are already drawing up to twenty scholastic players, with the MLWGS Chess Club working one-on-one with the kids to improve their skills and game-play.  On November 23, the team hosted the MLWGS Fall Scholastic tournament at Maggie Walker to help further promote scholastic chess in Richmond.  A Chess Clinic was held on December 9th at the school.

This past month, the MLWGS Chess Team continued its winning ways, both in team and individual play. On November 23rd, MLWGS took a team first at the MLWGS Fall Scholastic, with David Clayton (’14) and Bryan Kaperick (’14) both scoring 3.0/4 to finish in the top four individually.  In other parts of the state, Shreya Shatty (’17) tied for fourth in the David Zofchak Memorial with a score of 3.0/5. Isaac Steincamp (’15) played in both the Emporia Open (tied for 8th) and the Northern Virginia Open to raise his rating to 1936, guaranteeing him a spot in the Top 100 seventeen year olds in America for the month of December, which will officially be released after the 15th of this month.  In addition to hosting the MLWGS Fall Scholastic Chess Tournament, the club hosted a chess clinic on November 11th, to continue its outreach to scholastic chess players in the Greater Richmond area.  During December, the MLWGS looks to compete in the Hopkins scholastic, and the Eastern Open in Bethesda, MD.  To keep up to date with the latest Chess Team news, go to the Team’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/MLWGSChess!
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4. DEBATE
Faculty Sponsor – Dan Brown

Parent Rep – Barrie Bowers
Student Leadership – Mason Davenport & Aateeb Khan
Debate News

At the CFL Competitions held at Midlothian High School on November 9, the Debate Team finished an impressive second in Team Sweepstakes.  The following three teams finished 1st-3rd in order:  Yash Tekriwal and Leon Zhan; Rob Sherman and Noah Kim; and Justin Wilck and Katie Wood.  The team is pictured below with trophies in hand.  Well done!
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FORENSICS
Faculty Sponsor – Dan Brown

Parent Rep – Leigh Anne Ratliff
Student Leadership – Christopher Benos & Elizabeth Ratliff

Forensics News

At the CFL Competitions held at Midlothian High School on November 9, the Forensics team also finished an impressive second in Team Sweepstakes.  The following students earned the following honors:  Extemp - 1st Christopher Benos; 2nd Evrosina Isaac; and 3rd Andrew Leffler; Dramatic Performance - 2nd Elizabeth Ratliff.  The team is pictured below with trophies in hand.  Well done!

6. FUTURE PROBLEM SOLVERS (FPS)
Faculty Sponsor – Donna Bennington

Parent Rep – Julie Wang

Student Leadership – Elena Zhou & Radhika Srivastava
FPS News

To date 49 team members have registered for the State Bowl – Essay section, with four teams in the Middle Division Teams (for Freshmen);  eight teams in the Senior Division Teams (for Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors); and one person competing in the Individual category (Elizabeth Benos, 9th grade).  The essay writing is gearing up to occur early in the New Year.
7. MODEL CONGRESS
[image: image7.jpg]



Faculty Sponsor – Dave Hillgrove
Parent Rep – Pam Benos

Student Leadership – Christopher Benos
Walker Model Congress Leadership – Gowri Buddiga
Model Congress News

The Model Congress team (pictured), led by Mr. Hillgrove, attended the Princeton Model Congress conference in Washington, DC from November 21st through November 24th.  Of the twenty-five students who attended, Pranay Vissa (’15), Matthew Perry (’15), and Andrew Leffler (’15) won gavels for their excellence in debate and in their committee and legislative work, and Grace Headinger (’15), Elena Zhou (’15), and John Metz (’16) won honorable mentions.   As a first for Maggie Walker and notably for a public school, the team also had its first candidate nominated to vie for elective office at the conference.  With a campaign speech at the outset of the program to the entire delegation of about 900 students and the campaigning support of the entire MLWGS team (pictured below), Christopher Benos was elected to the office of Vice President.  The Model Congress club will host the Third Walker Model Congress Conference at Maggie Walker for schools again this year on January 10th and 11th.  Information on the MW Model Congress conference can be found at http://walkermodelcongress.weebly.com/
8. MODEL UN
Faculty Sponsor – Max Smith
Parent Rep – Bonnie Bowling
Student Leadership – Yash Tekriwal & Leon Zhan

GSMUN XVII Leadership – Matthew King & Mason Davenport
Model UN News

The Model UN Team attended its first competition for the school year at William and Mary the weekend of November 23rd.   The team won the Coon Award, the highest honor at the conference.  Individual awards included:  Matthew King - Best Delegate, Yash Tekriwal and Anant Karkar - Outstanding Delegate, Mason Davenport - Honorable Mention, and Sam Schwartzkopf - Verbal Commendation.  The Team will be attending Henrico High School's first hosted conference on December 13-14.  Model UN is planning for its next conference at UPenn on January 30 to February 2.  Approximately 30 students are planning to attend.  Information on the GSMUN XVII conference to be held on March 14th and 15th can be found at http://gsmun.weebly.com/
9. ROBOTICS
Faculty Sponsor – Harold Houghton
Parent Rep – Liz Aldridge
Student Leadership – Matt Aldridge, Livia Marrs & Aarav Singh
Robotics News

On November 2, the Mech Tech Dragons traveled to Battlefield High School in Haymarket, Virginia for an off-season robotics tournament.  The off-season event was a good training opportunity for younger team members.  The Mech Techs made it into the semi-finals despite some last minute robot repairs following a collision with another robot.  As pictured below, on November 9, the Mech Tech Dragons hosted the 12th annual FIRST Lego League Tournament for 25 teams of elementary and middle school robot enthusiasts.  This outreach effort brought nearly 200 children to Maggie Walker for a fun-filled day of competition.  After judging in robot performance, robot design, research project, and core values (such as teamwork), six teams advanced to the State championship to be held at James Madison University in December.   Also, the Mech Tech Dragons collected more than 200 pounds of peanut butter for the Central Virginia Foodbank through the annual drive held in conjunction with the tournament.  This year’s tournament volunteer award went to Mr. Tharp and Mr. Charles on behalf of Maggie Walker in recognition of their many years of invaluable tournament support.

On Saturday, January 4, beginning at 9:30, the Robotics Team will meet at school for the kick-off of their competition season.  In a live simulcast, FIRST Robotics will unveil this year’s challenge to teams across the world.  Come for a fun day of brainstorming, robot design and strategy debates, and camaraderie as the team wrestles with the challenge.  Food and drinks will be provided.  If you’ve ever wondered what Robotics is all about, this is a good day to try it out.
ACADEMIC BOOSTERS CLUB CONTACTS:
We welcome news and photos for the Newsletter from parents, students, and faculty alike.  Please send submissions to us and we will include them in the next Newsletter.  Many thanks!

Co-Chairs:  Susan King - susankingrva@gmail.com  & Bill Benos – bbenos@williamsmullen.com
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